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            CITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
   

  

 
John M. Altman, Jr. 

City Manager  
 
 

Each week, the City 

Manager prepares an 

update for City 

Council  and citizens 

that addresses the 

status of major City 

projects, news, special 

events, and other 

matters of interest as 

well  as City -wide  

accomplishments in 

the performance of 

our services to our 

citizens of Hopewell.   
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State of Virginia Announces Relief for Tenants Who Have Lost 

Income due to COVID-19 
 

HOPEWELL, VA ð In April 2020, Virginia passed emergency measures to help tenants who have lost 
income during the COVID -19 crisis and are being sued for eviction based on unpaid rent. Many tenants 
who are eligible may be able to get a 60-day delay in their court case. 
 
Tenants who lost income between March 12 and June 28, 2020 and who have a first court date for an 
eviction case (and òunlawful detaineró) scheduled for September 10, 2020 or earlier are eligible to delay 
their eviction case. On June 1, 2020, the Supreme Court of Virginia extended the Declaration of Judicial 
Emergency in Response to COVID-19 Emergency until June 28, 2020.  
 
In order to get the 60-day delay, tenants need to: show up to their first court date; bring written proof 
that you lost income between March 12 and June 28; and ask the judge for 60-day òcontinuanceó. 
Tenants can use the following as their written proof: a paystub showing zero dollars in earnings, a 
furlough notification letter from your employer, an òessential employee status letteró stating that you 
were ònonessentialó, or a signed affidavit by you stating that you lost wages during this period due to 
a COVID-19 emergency. Tenants can find an affidavit template on the Virginia Poverty Law Centerõs 
website: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dN8VKZ -
NyaklJCcWnu6EgclVTGsJJ03b94FfPziFanA/edit.  
 
Governor Northam will announce a comprehensive rent relief program in response to COVID -19, 
which will be supported by Federal CARES Act funding in the coming weeks. Tenants are encouraged 
to know their rights and responsibilities. Visit www.stayhomevirginia.com  for more information and 
resources on tenant rights.  
 
Depending on the situation, or the property, tenants may be eligible for other protections from eviction. 
For example, if tenants live in federally subsidized housing or in a property with a federally backed 
mortgage, the federal CARES Act protects you from eviction for unpaid rent until August 25.  
 
This information was derived from the Virginia Poverty Law Center, and www.stayhomevirginia.com , 
and is general legal information, not legal advice about a specific case. If tenants have questions or 
want advice on their individual case, they can call the Eviction Legal Helpline (833 -NoEvict) or the 
legal aid office (866-LEGLAID).  
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Reopens on Monday, June 15th! 

 

The City of Hopewell Commissioner of the Revenueõs Office 

would like to announce that on June 15, 2020, we plan to reopen 

our DMV Select. Going forward , we will no longer accept walk -

in transactions.  Our hours of operation will be by appointment 

only . To make online appointments, please visit: 

https://booknow.appointment -plus.com/b99xpe2x/ . This 

website is also accessible from the city of Hopewellõs website, 

under òOnline Scheduling.ó Please watch the City of Hopewell 

website and Facebook pages for updates.  

Due to COVID -19, operations rules and regulations may change 

to protect the health and safety of our staff and the public, and 

social distancing guidelines will be enforced.  This is based on 

guidance from the Governorõs office and is subject to change.  
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Governor Northam Announces $66.8 

Million in Emergency Ed ucation 

Relief Funding  

RICHMOND ñGovernor Ralph Northam today 
announced that Virginia schools will receive $66.8 million 
through the federal Governorõs Emergency Education 
Relief (GEER) Fund to expand distance learning 
opportunities, fund services for students 
disproportionately impacted by loss of class time, and 
provide financial assistance to higher education students 
and institutions impacted by the COVID -19 pandemic.  
 
òThis funding will help Virginia provide high-quality 

instruction and continue the delivery of services for K-12 and higher education students during the 
COVID -19 pandemic,ó said Governor Northam. òWe are prioritizing this federal assistance to help 
address learning gaps caused by school closures, expand and improve internet connectivity, increase 
access to robust distance learning programs, and help students in need of additional financial 
assistance complete their postsecondary education and training.ó  
 
The GEER Fund, which was authorized under the federal Coronavirus Aid, Recovery, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, gives states the flexibility determine how best to allocate the emergency 
assistance to meet their educational needs.  
Governor Northam is distributing $43.4 in GEER funding for the following PreK -12 priorities:  
Å $26.9 million to support short -term and long -term initiatives expanding high -speed internet 
access to all communities in the Commonwealth, including providing laptop computers and Mi -Fi 
devices for students without home internet access; 
Å $10 million to expand early childhood education an d child care programs in the 
Commonwealth, especially for children with academic and social -emotional needs; 
Å $3.5 million to support the expansion of the Virtual Virginia online learning program to provide 
content for elementary and middle school student s; allow teachers in all school divisions to use the 
platform to create, edit, and share content as well as provide personalized virtual instruction for all 
students; and expand the Virtual Virginia Professional Learning Network, in partnership with the 
Vi rginia Society for Technology, to ensure that educators and technology-support personnel have the 
capacity and skills to meet the demand for quality online learning; and  
Å $3 million to cover unfunded costs for the continuation of school -based meals programs while 
schools remain closed, including hazard pay for school nutrition staff.  
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òThese initiatives will support efforts of PreK-12 schools to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on our 
most vulnerable students and increase the capacity of local divisions to continue instruction and critical 
support services during future emergencies,ó said Secretary of Education Atif Qarni. òWe will also 
allocate flexible funding to our institutions of higher education that wil l allow colleges and universities 
to address the unique needs of their students. We trust they will maintain a focus on equity by 
distributing funds and services to students who are facing monumental challenges due to the 
pandemic.ó   
 
Approximately $23.4 million ñone third of GEER fundsñwill be distributed throughout Virginiaõs 
higher education system, with $18.3 million allocated to public and private four -year institutions and 
Richard Bland College. Of this funding, $14.5 million will be allocated to four -year public institutions 
and Richard Bland College, and $3.8 million will be allocated to private, four -year Tuition Assistance 
Grant (TAG) eligible institutions. All of these institutions will use the one -time funding to address 
immediate student financi al needs, cover health and safety costs associated with COVID-19, and 
support activities that make online learning more accessible and equitable.  
 
GEER funds totaling $4.9 million will be distributed to the Virginia Community College System to 
support the  following initiatives:  
Å One-time funding to address immediate student financial needs;  
Å Last-dollar scholarships for displaced adults who enroll in stackable credential programs 
leading to jobs in targeted industry sectors; and 
Å Initiatives to extend internet access into parking lots on or adjacent to the 40 campuses to 
provide help connect students who do not have internet subscriptions at home.  
 
The Governor will also distribute $175,000 of GEER funds among Virginiaõs five higher education 
centers, which provide access to college degrees and job training for in-demand careers located in parts 
of the Commonwealth with fewer college and university resources.  
 
GEER funding has been made available in addition to $587.5 million allocated to the Commonwealth in 
May under the federal CARES Act. This included $238.6 million from the Elementary and Secondary 
School Education Relief (ESSER) Fund for K-12 activities. Additionally, the CARES Act provided $343.9 
million for higher education through the Higher Educ ation Emergency Relief Fund.  
 
In addition to allocating funding directly to every local school division, the ESSER K -12 funding 
includes a $23.9 million state set aside to fund state-level initiatives. In Virginia, these funds will be 
used to meet the needs of schools in regard to special education, instruction and assessment, student 
social and emotional health, and COVID-19-related health and safety in school buildings and facilities.  
More information on the ESSER state set aside funds will be made available through the Virginia 
Department of Education in the coming weeks.  
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS ς cont. 
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Animal Control Officer Amanda Sverchek  (far 

right in photo) started her tour of duty with the 

Hopewell Police Department in April, 2014.   After 

accepting a supervisory position in a neighboring 

jurisdiction,  she ended her tour this week.  She 

will be missed by all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Communications Operator 
Terri Ellis received the 

Employee of the Month for 
April 2020. Terri helped an 
expectant mother in labor 

through delivery as medics 
rushed to the scene.   Way to 

go Terri! 
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The Hopewell Sheriffõs Office  

Celebrates Brian Lovingõs Retirement! 

 

Thank you Brian for your 25 years of service to the 

Hopewell Sheriffõs Office! Brian has been an integral 

part of the Sheriffõs office and we wish him well in his 

future endeavors!   
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